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FUNERAL CEREMONIES OF THE TATARS-MISHARS OF 
MORDOVIA IN THE LATE 19TH — EARLY 21ST CENTURIES

The focus of the study is the funeral and memorial rites of the Tatar population of 
Mordovia of the late 19th — early 21st centuries. It should be noted that they were 
last studied in the middle of the 20th century. In this regard, the analysis of the 
material collected by the author during field surveys in 2002–2005, 2008 and 2021 
on the territory of residence of this ethnic group in the Republic of Mordovia will 
undoubtedly be in demand not only among ethnographers, but also among everyone 
interested in the traditional culture of the Tatars- Mishars. The study was based on 
the commonly used methods of ethnographic science: field observation, surveys and 
photo recording. Particular attention was paid to the work of scientists of Kazan 
University (R. G. Mukhamedov, R. K. Urazmanov) devoted to the studied problem. 
The article describes the main elements of the funeral rite: the main stages (pre-fu-
neral, funeral and memorial rites), the participants, some transformations of the rit-
ual, and the consequences of the cultural interaction of the Tartars- Mishars with the 
neighboring ethnic groups, in particular with the Mordovians. The results confirm 
that the funeral, memorial and mourning still occupy an important place in the fam-
ily and social life of the Tatars- Mishars of Mordovia. This complex of customs and 
rites is mainly Islamic in nature and is close to the rites of other Turkic peoples. The 
similarity is manifested in ideas about the soul, death and the afterlife, in the design 
of graves, the presence of a savan and a funeral stretcher, in the rituals of farewell 
to the deceased and taking them out of the house, in the order of remembrance.
Author Info: Shchankina, Ljubov N. — Dr. of History, Professor, Plekhanov 
Russian State University of Economics (Moscow, Russian Federation). E-mail: 
schanckina@yandex.ru
For citation: Shchankina, L. N. 2023. Funeral Ceremonies of the Tatars- Mishars of 
Mordovia in the Late 19th — Early 21st Centuries. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik 
Antropologii). 2: 169–183.

References
Vorob’ev, N. I. and G. M. Khisamutdinov, eds. 1967. Tatary Srednego Povolzh’ia i Priural’ia [Ta-

tars of the Middle Volga and Urals]. Moscow: Nauka. 537 p.
Mukhamedova, R. G. 1972. Tatary- mishari [Tatar Mishars]. Moskva: Nauka. 248 p.
Shchankina, L. N. 2020. Obriad “Provodov dushi” u mordvy Povolzh’ia v seredine XIX — nachale 

XXI vv. [The Rite of “Wires of the Soul” at the Mordovian Volga Region in the Middle of the 
XIX — Beginning of the XXI Centuries]. In Kul’tura. Nauka. Obrazovanie: aktual’nye vo-
prosy: monografiia [Culture. Science. Education: Actual Issues: Monograph] / ed. G. N. Petrov. 
Cheboksary: ID “Sreda’: 41–52.

Белолуцкая А. К. и др. Современные вызовы музейной педагогики и коммуникации



Smirnov, I. N. 1895. Mordva: Istoriko- etnograficheskii ocherk [Mordva: Historical and Ethno-
graphic Essay]. Kazan’: Tipografiia Imperatorskago Universiteta. 291 p.

Tokarev, S. A. 1999. Pogrebal’nye obychai, ikh smysl i proiskhozhdenie [Funerary Customs, Their 
Meaning and Origin]. Etnograficheskoe obozrenie 5: 42–47.

Urazmanova, R. K. 1984. Sovremennye obriady tatarskogo naroda (Istoriko- etnograficheskoe 
issledovanie) [Modern Rites of the Tatar People (Historical and Ethnographic Study)]. Kazan’: 
Tatarskoe knizhnoe izdatel’stvo. 144 p.


