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ORTHODOX REGULATIONS  
OF THE CELEBRATIONS AND ENTERTAINMENT CULTURE  
OF RUSSIANS: INDIVIDUAL AND PERSONALITY FACTORS

In national science there is a constant interest in the celebrations and entertainment 
culture of the Russian people, in the processes of its formation and the reasons for 
variability and locality. In addition to the obvious factors that determine the appear-
ance of culture (geographical, socio-economic, political), there are hidden ones that 
have an equally important impact on it. Based on the author’s published, archival, 
and field materials, the paper examines the transformation of the Russian celebra-
tions and entertainment as a result of the reception of Christian dogma, while the 
emphasis is placed on describing individual-personal factors and assessing their 
role in the emergence of new cultural phenomena and forms. The existing corpus 
of sources makes it possible to reconstruct in detail this process in the imperial 
period, when the Orthodox worldview had been dominating the peasant conscious-
ness for several centuries. This era can be regarded as a special, more advanced 
stage of reception compared to the previous time, the content of which was not the 
initial acquaintance with the Christian religion, but already a deeper assimilation 
of it and building everyday life on this basis. Within the microhistorical approach, 
the article analyses the activities of a large social group — the rural clergy, which 
were closest to the peasantry and could directly influence the consciousness of the 
majority of the country’s population, shaping their worldview. The author consid-
ers the methods of influence of the Church leaders, thanks to which the Christian 
postulates and regulation of behavior were perceived at the «grassroots» level and 
led to transformations in the field of festive and game culture. Thus, the analysis of 
individual activity and the description of specific events in everyday and festive life 
leads to an understanding of macrohistorical processes.
Author Info: Sleptsova (Kyzlasova), Irina S. — Senior Researcher, the Russian 
Academy of Sciences N. N. Miklouho-Maklay Institute of Ethnology and Anthro-
pology (Moscow, Russian Federation). E-mail: I_Kyzlasova@mail.ru ORCID ID: 
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9058-1464
For citation: Sleptsova (Kyzlasova), I. S. 2023. Orthodox Regulations of the Cele-
brations and Entertainment Culture of Russians: Individual and Personality Factors. 
Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii). 2: 124–140.
Funding: The paper was written in accordance with the research plan of the IEA 
RAS, the topic is “Peoples of Russia: socio-anthropological, ethnological, ethno-
demographic, historical and cultural studies”.



References
Agapkina, T. A. 2002. Mifopoeticheskie osnovy slavyanskogo narodnogo kalendarya. Vesenne-

letnij cikl [Mythopoetic Foundations of the Slavic Folk Calendar. Spring-Summer Cycle]. Mos-
cow: Indrik. 814 p.

Chernyh, A. V. 2006; 2007; 2014. Russkij narodnyj kalendar’ v Prikam’e. Prazdniki i obryady kon-
ca XIX — serediny XX v. [Russian Folk Calendar in the Kama Region. Holidays and Rituals 
of the Late Nineteenth — Mid-Twentieth Century] Pt. 1: Vesna, leto, osen’ [Spring Summer 
Autumn]. Perm’: Pushka. 365 p. Pt. 2: Zima [Winter]. Perm’: Pushka. 365 p. Pt. 4: Mestnye 
prazdniki [Local Holidays]. St. Petersburg: OOO Mamatov. 256 p.

Ivanova, I. E. 2008. Pastyrskoe slovo dlya naroda (po materialam «Tverskih eparhial’nyh vedomo-
stej»: 1877–1890 gg.) [Pastoral Word for the People (Based on the Materials of the “Tver Dioc-
esan Gazette”: 1877–1890)] In Provincial’noe duhovenstvo dorevolyucionnoj Rossii: Sbornik 
nauchnyh trudov [Provincial Clergy of Pre-revolutionary Russia: Collection of Scientific Pa-
pers], ed. by T. G. Leont’eva. Tver’: Tverskoj gosudarstvennyj universitet. Vol. 3. P. 191–198.

Jones, N. A., H. Ross, T. Lynam, P. Perez, and A. Leitch. 2011. Mental Models: An Interdisciplinary 
Synthesis of Theory and Methods. Ecology and Society 16(1): 46. [online] http://www.ecolog-
yandsociety.org/vol16/iss1/art46/

Kamkin, A. V. 1992. Pravoslavnaya cerkov’ na severe Rossii: ocherki istorii do 1917 goda [The 
Orthodox Church in the North of Russia: Essays on History up to 1917]. Vologda: Vologodskij 
gosudarstvennyj pedagogicheskij institute. 162 p.

Korogodina, M. V. 2003. Ispoved’ v staroobryadcheskoj rukopisnoj tradicii XIX v. [Confession 
in the Old Believer Handwritten Tradition of the 19th Century]. In Istoriografiya i istochniko-
vedenie otechestvennoj istorii: Sbornik nauchnyh statej [Historiography and Source Study of 
National History: Collection of Scientific Articles], ed by S. G. Kashchenko, N. I. Priimak. St. 
Petersburg, Vol. 3. P. 91–113. https://sedmitza.ru/data/450/993/1234/130_188.pdf

Korogodina, M. V. 2006. Ispoved’ v Rossii v XIV–XIX vekah: issledovanie i teksty. [Confession in 
Russia in the 14th‑19th Centuries: Research and Texts] St. Petersburg: Dmitrij Bulanin. 579 p.

Kudzh, S. A. 2017. Kognitivnye modeli i modelirovanie [Cognitive Models and Modeling]. Mos-
cow: MAKS Press, 109 p.

Leonov, S. V. 2012. K voprosu o vliyanii Vizantii na russkuyu istoriyu [On the Question of the 
Influence of Byzantium on Russian History] In Istoricheskij zhurnal: nauchnye issledovaniya 
6 (12): 67–76.

Letina, N. N. 2008. Teoreticheskie osnovaniya recepcii v provincial’nom iskusstve [Theoretical 
Foundations of Reception in Provincial Art] In Regionologiya 3: 295–302.

Lotman, Yu. M. 1992. Problema vizantijskogo vliyaniya na russkuyu kul’turu v tipologicheskom 
osveshchenii [The Problem of Byzantine Influence on Russian Culture in Typological Cov-
erage] In Lotman Yu. M. Izbrannye stat’i v trekh tomah. Vol. I. Stat’i po semiotike i topologii 
kul’tury [Selected Articles in Three Volumes. Vol. I. Articles on Semiotics and Topology of 
Culture]. Tallinn: Aleksandra. P. 121–129.

Manchester, L. 2012. Sel’skie matushki i  popovny kak «agenty prosveshcheniya» v rossijskoj 
derevne: pozdneimperskij period [The Wives and Daughters of Orthodox Clergymen as Civiliz-
ing Agents in Imperial Russi]. In Tam, vnutri: praktiki vnutrennej kolonizacii v kul’turnoj istorii 
Rossii: sbornik statej [There, Inside: Practices of Internal Colonization in the Cultural History 
of Russia: Collection of Papers], ed. by A. Etkind, D. Uffel’mann, I. Kukulin. Moscow: Novoe 
literaturnoe obozrenie. 311–348.

Morozov, I. A, Sleptsova, I. S. 2009. «Prostranstvo lichnosti» i prostranstvo igry: situativnyj anal-
iz [«Space of Personality» and Space of Play: A Situational Analysis]. In Situativnaya adek-
vatnost’. Interpretaciya kul’turnyh kodov: 2009 [Situational Relevance. Interpreting Cultural 
Codes: 2009], ed. by V. Yu. Mihajlin. Saratov; St. Petersburg: Izdatel’stvo LISKA. 108–139.



Myznikova, N. I. 2020. Sostoyanie propovednichestva v Rossii vo vtoroj polovine XIX veka (po ma-
terialam zhurnala «Rukovodstvo dlya sel’skih pastyrej») [The State of Preaching in Russia in 
the Second Half of the 19th Century] In Vestnik Svyato-Filaretovskogo instituta 35: 148–166.

Netuzhilov, K. E. 2008. Cerkovnaya periodicheskaya pechat’ v Rossii XIX stoletiya [Church Pe-
riodicals in Russia in the 19th Century]. St. Petersburg: Sankt-Peterburgskij gosudarstvennyj 
universitet. 268 p.

Norman, D. A. 2006. Dizajn privychnyh veshchej [Design of Everyday Things]. Moscow: Izda-
tel’skij dom Vil’yams, 374 p.

Primiano, L. N. 1995. Vernacular Religion and the Search for Method in Religious Folklife. West-
ern Folklore (Reflexivity and the Study of Belief) 54 (1): 37–56.

Rozov, A. N. 2003. Fol’klorno-etnograficheskie elementy v russkoj propovedi dlya sel’skogo 
naseleniya vtoroj poloviny XIX — nachala XX vv. [Folklore and Ethnographic Elements in 
Russian Preaching for the Rural Population in the Second Half of the 19th — early 20th Cen-
turies] In Rozov A. N. Svyashchennik v duhovnoj zhizni russkoj derevni [Priest in the Spiritual 
Life of the Russian Village]. St. Petersburg: Aletejya. P. 83–117.

Tkachenko, L. A. 2015. Pravoslavnaya zhurnalistika v istoriograficheskih rabotah otechestvennyh 
uchenyh [Orthodox Journalism in the Historiographic Works of Domestic Scientists] In Vestnik Che-
lyabinskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta 15 (370). Filologiya. Iskusstvovedenie 96: 88–94.

Tolstoj, N. I. 1999. Etnogeneticheskij aspekt issledovanij drevnej slavyanskoj duhovnoj kul’tury 
[Ethnogenetic Aspect of the Studies of the Ancient Slavic Spiritual Culture] In Tolstoj N. I. Iz-
brannye trudy. Vol. 3. Ocherki po slavyanskomu yazykoznaniyu [Selected Works. Vol. 3. Essays 
on Slavic Linguistics]. Moscow: Yazyki russkoj kul’tury. P. 31–39.

Tolstoj, N. I. 2003. Ocherki slavyanskogo yazychestva [Essays on Slavic Paganism]. Moscow: 
Indrik. 624 p.

Tul’tseva, L. A. 2001. Ryazanskij mesyaceslov. Kruglyj god prazdnikov, obryadov, obychaev i pov-
erij ryazanskih krest’yan [Ryazan Calendar. Year-Round Holidays, Rituals, Customs and Beliefs 
of the Ryazan Peasants]. (Seriya «Ryazanskij etnograficheskij vestnik». № 30). Ryazan’. 345 p.

Vendina, T. I. 2006. Igra v yazyke russkoj tradicionnoj kul’tury: etnokul’turnaya interpretaciya 
[Playing in the Language of Russian Traditional Culture: Ethnocultural Interpretation]. In Log-
icheskij analiz yazyka. Konceptual’nye polya igry [Logical Analysis of Language. Conceptual 
Fields of Play], ed. by N. D. Arutyunova. Moscow: Indrik. P. 375–392.

Zhivov, V. M. 2002. Razyskaniya v oblasti istorii i predystorii russkoj kul’tury [Research in the Field 
of History and Prehistory of Russian Culture]. Moscow: Yazyki slavyanskoj kul’tury. 758 p.


