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WHAT CAN THE GATES IN THE VILLAGES OF BASHKIRIA
TELLABOUT? GATE DECORATION AS AN ACT OF EXPRESSING
PERSONAL IDENTITY

This article analyzes the transformation of the village gates construction from 1960
to the present day in the Republic of Bashkortostan. The author used the methods of
field ethnographic observation and unstructured interview. The relevance of this ar-
ticle lies in the fact that due to the emergence of new building materials, the Bashkir
wooden architecture is gradually being lost. The author s main task was to find out
why it is so important for a resident of a Bashkir village to decorate the exterior of
the gate and the house. What is the function of the gate? The author comes to the
conclusion that the gate is not only an architectural structure, but also a means of
expressing the personal identity for the Bashkirs.

Author info: Riazanova, Elvina F.—Ph.D. in Hist., Researcher, the Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences N. N. Miklouho-Maklay Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology
(Moscow, Russian Federation). E-mail: e.ryazanova@iea.ras.ru

For citation: Riazanova, E. F. 2023. What Can the Gates in the Villages of Bash-
kiria Tell About? Gate Decoration as an Act of Expressing Personal Identity. Herald
of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii). 2: 112—123.

Funding: The study was carried out as a part of the research plan of the Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences N. N. Miklouho-Maklay Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology.

References

Bode A. B. (ed.). 2012. Russkoye derevyannoye zodchestvo. Proizvedeniia narodnykh masterov
i vekovye traditsii [Russian Wooden Architecture. Products of Folk Craftsmen and Age-Old
Traditions]. Moscow: Severnyy palomnik. 630 p.

Bikbulatov I. V. and R. G. Kuzeyev. 1976. Narodnoye tvorchestvo Bashkir [Bashkir Folk Art]. Ufa:
BFAN SSSR. 168 p.

Kimball A. 1992. Russkoye grazhdanskoye obshchestvo i politicheskiy krizis v epokhu velikikh re-
form 1859-1863. Velikiye reformy v Rossii. 1856—1874 [Russian Civil Society and Political
Crisis in the Age of Great Reforms 1859—-1863. The Great Reforms in Russia. 1856-1874].
Moscow: Izdatelstvo Moskovskogo Universiteta. 336 p.

Permilovskaya A. B. 2010. Krestianskiy dom v folklornom prostranstve Russkogo Severa [The
Peasant House in the Folklore Space of the Russian North]. Vestnik Vyatskogo Gosudarstvenno-
go Gumanitarnogo Universiteta 3—4: 109—114.

Sokolovskiy S. V. 2018. Identichnost i identifikatsiya k rasshireniyu programmy antropologicheski-
kh issledovaniya [Identity and Identification to the Expansion of the Anthropological Research
Program]. Svoi i chuzhiye. Metamorfozy identichnosti na vostoke i zapade Evropy [The Usual
and the Strangers. Metamorphosis of Identity in East and West Europe]. Moscow: Goryachaya
liniya-Telekom. 28—40.

Spengler, O. 1991. Zakat Evropy. Ocherki mifologii mirovoi istorii [The Decline of Europe. Essays
on the Mythology of World History]. Moscow: Izdatelstvo politicheskoy literatury. 364 p.



