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APOTROPAIC IMAGES
IN THE EASTERN EUROPEAN SCYTHIAN ANIMAL STYLE

The article is devoted to the problem of the semantics of the Scythian animal style
images in the Eastern European zone. The issues covered include characteristic
motifs and the specifics of modelling techniques for Scythian zoomorphic images.
The object of the study consists of 39 images that decorate golden sewn-on plaques
from archaeological sites and locations within the Eastern European zone. The
methodological complex included the traditional iconographic, formal-stylistic
and structural-semiotic methods, and the general scientific hypothetical-deductive
method. The study is novel in that it analyses the models of zoomorphic and mon-
strous images in the aspect of characteristic motifs used to create ithyphallic images
in erotic scenes and their stylization in the form of animals. The analyzed images of
the “mountain goat”, “moose goat” and “predator” contain complexes of motifs
that are characterized by semantic duality: they create images of “real” and “mon-
strous” animals, and at the same time — ithyphallic images, being their stylization
in the images of animals. The artistic technique consists in imitation of reality and
a metaphorical shift, resulting in a combination of “realistic” and “metaphorical”
images. The dominant image is the apotropaic ithyphallic image. The systematiza-
tion of motifs of ithyphallic images and their modeling will be used for a compara-
tive study of all zones of the Scythian-Siberian animal style.

Author info: Dobrovolskyi, Liubomyr S. — student, L. N. Gumilyov National
University (Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan). E-mail lubomirdobrovolskiy@gmail.
com ORCHID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1392-5355

For citation: Dobrovolskyi, L. S. 2023. Apotropaic Images in the Eastern European
Scythian Animal Style. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik Antropologii). 2: 86—104.

References

Antonova, E. V. and D. S. Raevskii. 2002. Arkheologiya i semiotika [Archeology and
Semiotics]. In Strukturno-semioticheskie issledovaniya v arkheologii [ Structural-Semiotic
Research in Archeology], ed. by A. V. Evglevskii. Donetsk: Izdatel’stvo Donetskogo
natsional’nogo universiteta. 11-23.

Artamonov, M. 1. 1961. Antropomorfnye bozhestva v religii skifov [Anthropomorphic Deities in
the Religion of the Scythians]. In Arkheologicheskii sbornik Gosudarstvennogo Ermitazha

2: Skifo-sarmatskoe vremya [Archaeological Collection of the State Hermitage 2: Scythian-

Sarmatian Time], ed. by M. Artamonov. Leningrad: Izdatel’stvo Gosudarstvennogo Ermi-

tazha. 57-87.

Artamonov, M. 1. 1973. Sokrovishcha sakov [Treasures of the Saks]. Moscow: Iskusstvo, 278 p.
Bogdanov, E. S. 2006. Obraz khishchnika v plasticheskom iskusstve kochevykh narodov Tsen-
tral 'noi Azii [The Image of a Predator in the Plastic art of the Nomadic Peoples of Central Asia].

Novosibirsk: Institut arheologii i etnografii SO RAN. 240 p.



Borovka G. 1928. Scythian Art. London: Ernest Benn. 185 p.

Chlenova, N. L. 1962. Skifskii olen’ [Scythian Deer]. Materialy i issledovaniya po arkheologii
SSSR 115: 167-205.

El’nitskii, L. A. 1960. Iz istorii drvneskifskikh kul’tov [From the History of Ancient Scythian
Cults]. Sovetskaya arkheologiya 4: 46-55.

Gryaznov, M. P. 1978. K voprosu o slozhenii kul’tur skifo-sibirskogo tipa v svyazi s otkrytiem kur-
gana Arzhan [On Formation of Cultures of the Scythian and Siberian Type in Connection with
the Discovery of the Arzhan Kurgan]. Kratkie soobshcheniya Instituta arkheologii 154: 9—18.

Gryaznov, M. P. 1980. Arzhan. Tsarskii kurgan ranneskifskogo vremeni [ Arzhan. Royal Barrow of
the Early Scythian Time]. Leningrad: Nauka. 61 p.

I’inskaya, V. A. 1965. Nekotorye motivy ranneskifskogo zverinogo stilya [Some Motifs of the
Early Scythian Animal Style]. Sovetskaya arkheologiya 1: 86—107.

Kantorovich, A. R. 2015. Skifskii zverinyi stil’ vostochnoi Evropy: klassifikatsiya, tipologiya, khro-
nologiya, evolyutsiya [Scythian Animal Style of Eastern Europe: Classification, Typology,
Chronology, Evolution]. Doct. diss. Moscow State University.

Khazanov, A. M. and A. 1. Shkurko. 1976. Sotsial’nye i religioznye osnovy skifskogo iskusstva
[Social and religious foundations of Scythian art]. In Skifo-sibirskii zverinyi stil’ v iskusstve
narodov Evrazii [Scythian and Siberian Animal Style in the Art of the Peoples of Eurasia], ed.
by A. I. Meliukova, M. G. Moshkova. Moscow. 40-51.

Korol’kova, E. F. 2015. Sledy nevidannykh zverei (k probleme traktovki fantasticheskikh obrazov)
[Traces of Unseen Animals (To the Problem of Interpretation of Fantastic Images)]. In Arkheo-
logicheskii sbornik 40: Materialy i issledovaniya po arkheologii Evrazii. Pamyati L. K. Gal-
aninoi posvyashchaetsya. Gosudarstvennyi Ermitazh [Archaeological Collection. Issue 40:
Materials and Research on the Archeology of Eurasia. In Memoriam of L. K. Galanina. State
Hermitage Museum]. St. Petersburg: Izdatel’stvo Gosudarstvennogo Ermitazha. 157—188.

Korol’kova, E.F. 2006. Zverinyi stil’ Evrazii. Iskusstvo plemen Nizhnego Povolzh’ya i Yuzhnogo
Priural’ya v skifskuyu epokhu (VII-IV vv. do n. e.) [Animal Style of Eurasia. The Art of the
Tribes of the Lower Volga and Southern Urals in the Scythian era (7"-4"" centuries BC)], ed. by
T. B. Senichenkova. St. Petersburg: Peterburgskoe vostokovedenie. 272 p.

Kovalev, A. A. 1996. Proiskhozhdenie skifov soglasno dannym arkheologii [The Origin of the
Scythians According to Archeology]. In Mezhdu Aziei i Evropoi. Kavkaz v IV-I tys. do n. e.
Materialy konferentsii, posvyashchennoi 100-letiyu so dnya rozhdeniya Aleksandra Aleksan-
drovicha Yessena [Between Asia and Europe. Caucasus in the 4th-1st Millennia BC. Materials
of the Conference Dedicated to the 100th Anniversary of Alexander Alexandrovich Yessen], ed.
by Yu. Yu. Piotrovskii. St. Petersburg: Gosudarstvennyi Ermitazh. 121-126.

Kurochkin, G. N. 1992. Bogatye kurgany skifskoi znati na yuge Sibiri (Bol’shoi Novoselovskii
i Bol’shoi Poltakovskii kurgany) [Rich Burial Mounds of the Scythian Nobility in the South of
Siberia (Big Novoselovsky and Big Poltakovskiy Mounds)]. Arkheologicheskie izyskaniya 7.
St. Petersburg: 94 p.

Kuz’mina, E. E. 1976. Skifskoe iskusstvo kak otrazhenie mirovozzreniya odnoi iz grupp indoi-
rantsev [Scythian Art as a Reflection of the Worldview of One of the Groups of Indo-Iranians].
In Skifo-sibirskii zverinyi stil’ v iskusstve narodov Evrazii [Scythian and Siberian Animal Style
in the Art of the Peoples of Eurasia], ed. by A. I. Meliukova, M. G. Moshkova. Moscow:
Nauka. 52-65.

Kuz’mina, E. E. 2002. Mifologiya i iskusstvo skifov i baktriitsev (kul turologicheskie ocherki) [My-
thology and Art of the Scythians and Bactrians (Culturological Essays)]. Moscow: Rossiiskii
institut kul’turologii. 288 s.

Lévi-Strauss, C. 1985. Strukturnaya antropologiya [Structural Anthropology]. Moscow: Vo-
stochnaya lititeratura. 396 p.



Konxka A. 1I. DenoMeH kapcukko-3anazu Ha Pycckom Cesepe

Perevodchikova, E. V. 1994. Yazyk zverinykh obrazov. Ocherki iskusstva evraziiskikh stepei skif-
skoi epokhi [The Language of Animal Images. Essays on the Art of the Eurasian Steppes of the
Scythian Era]. Moscow: Vostochnaya literatura. 206 p.

Pogrebova, M. N. and D. S. Raevskii. 1992. Rannie skify i drevnii Vostok. K istorii stanovlennya
skifskoi kultury [Early Scythians and the Ancient East. To the History of the Formation of
the Scythian Culture]. Moscow: Glavnaya redaktsiya vostochnoi literatury izdatel’stva «Nau-
kax. 260 p.

Propp, V. Ya. 1996. Istoricheskie korni volshebnoi skazki [ The Historical Roots of a Fairy Tale]. St.
Petersburg.: Izdatel’stvo St. Petersburg State University. 365 p.

Quignard, P. 2000. Seks i strakh: Esse. Perevod s frantsuzkogo [Sex and Fear: Essay: Translated
from French]. [Sex and fear: Essay. Translated from French]. Moscow: Tekst. 189 p.

Raevskii, D. S. 2006. Mir skifskoi kultury [The world of Scythian Culture]. Moscow: Yazyki
slavyanskikh kul’tur. 601 p.

Raevskii, D. S., S. V. Kullanda and M. N. Pogrebova. 2013. Vizual 'nyi fol klor. Poetika skifskogo
zverinogo stilya [Visual Folklore. Poetics of the Scythian Animal Style]. Moscow: Institut vo-
stokovedeniya RAN. 274 p.

Rostovtsev, M. 1. 1925. Skifiva i Bospor. Kriticheskoe obozrenie pamyatnikov literaturnykh
i arkheologicheskikh [Scythia and the Bosporus. Critical Review of Literary and Archacological
Monuments]. Leningrad: Tipografiya 1-i Leningradskoi trudovoi arteli pechati. 624 s.

Rudenko, S. 1. 1953. Kul tura naseleniya Gornogo Altaya v skifskoe vremya [The Culture of the
Population of Mountain Altai in the Scythian Time]. Moscow—Leningrad: AN SSSR. 402 p.

Sher, Ya. A. 1980. Petroglify Srednei i Tsentral 'noi Azii [Petroglyphs of Middle and Central Asia].
Moscow: Nauka, 328 p.

Sher, Ya. A. 1998. O vozmozhnykh istokakh skifo-sibirskogo zverinogo stilya [On the Possible
Origins of the Scythian-Siberian Animal Style]. Voprosy arkheologii Kazakhstana. 2. Almaty—
Moscow «Fylym». 218-230.

Shternberg, L. Ya. and N. P. Obnorskii. 1902. Fallicheskii kul’t [Phallic Cult]. In Entsiklopedicheskii
slovar’ Brokgauza i Efrona: v 86 tomakh [Encyclopedic Dictionary of Brockhaus and Efron: in
86 volumes]. Vol. XXXV (69). St. Petersburg: Semenovskaya Tipolitografiya. 266—268.

Terenozhkin, A. 1. 1976. Kimmeriitsy [Cimmerians]. Kiev: Naukova dumka. 233 p.

Yatsenko, 1. V. 1971. Iskusstvo skifskikh plemen Severnogo Prichernomor’ya [The Art of the
Scythian Tribes of the Northern Black Sea Region] // History of the Arts of the Peoples of the
USSR In Istoriya iskusstva narodov SSSR [History of the Arts of the Peoples of the USSR] in 9
vols., ed. by B. V. Veimarn. 1. Moscow: Izobrazitel’noe iskusstvo. 116—137.

Yatsenko, I. V. and D. S. Raevskii. 1980. Nekotorye aspekty sostoyaniya skifskoi problemy [Some
Aspects of the State of the Scythian Problem]. Narody Azii i Afriki. 5: 102—117.



