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AGGRESSIVE AND POSTCONFLICT BEHAVIOR AMONG CHILDREN,
BODY SIZES AND DISCTANCE OF COMMUNICATION:
CROSS-CULTURAL COMPARISON ON THE EXAMPLE

OF MOSCOW AND TBILISI

Studies on the relationship between body size and aggression using psychological ques-
tionnaires indicate the presence of this correlation in children and adolescents, but the
results are contradictory. This study was conducted using direct non-involved obser-
vation of children from two ethnic groups at the playgrounds of Moscow (Russia) and
Thilisi (Georgia). 288 conflicts were recorded (183 — Russians, 105 — Georgians). The
strategies of aggression and reconciliation are analyzed taking into account the body
size of the participants and their spatial behavior, which made it possible to identify
the universal and culturally specific features of these types of behavior in the natural
game interaction. This is the first time aggression and reconciliation are being studied
in the light of these relationships. The contribution of morphological (sex, body size) and
psychological (aggression and reconciliation strategies used) characteristics of a per-
son to the expression of aggressive and post-conflict behavior is universal — cultural
differences manifested themselves in the types of aggression and reconciliation. Spatial
characteristics were determined by the ethnicity factor — Georgian children communi-
cated at a shorter distance in all phases of the conflict. Our data do not support previous
findings that taller, larger students score lower in aggression, while shorter, thinner stu-
dents are more hostile and prone to fighting and arguing. Our observations support the
idea of an imbalance of power between the aggressor and the victim and indicate that
in most cases the offender is taller and larger than the victim. However, children show
a high reconciliatory potential, which indicates that children understand the importance
of maintaining the integrity of the group.
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