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SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGICAL APPROACHES  
TO SCHOOL BULLYING RESEARCH

The article aims to unfold the discussion about the problems and perspectives of 
socio-anthropological school bullying research. Through the critical review of sev‑
eral theoretical concepts and methodological principles developed in sociology and 
anthropology of violence, and sociocultural studies of childhood, the author won‑
ders how such concepts might be useful and applicable in the academic research 
of school bullying. In particular, the review is focused, first, on such theoretical 
frameworks which consider violence as a deviation, or as a structurally important 
cultural phenomenon, and second, on the different conceptualisations of childhood, 
“childhoods” and generations’ relations, elaborated in anthropology and sociology 
throughout XX and early XXI centuries. Special attention is given to the issue of de‑
fining and re-defining concepts of bullying, violence, childhood in various academic 
discourses, cultural and political contexts. Age and cultural difference between par‑
ticipants of a school bullying research (children, adolescents, adults) and research‑
ers (usually, only adults) is addressed in the light of how it affects research aims, 
objectives, methods and data, constituting basis of expert/academic knowledge on 
school bullying. In conclusion, author articulates several theoretical and method‑
ological principles which might be used to approach ethical problems and over‑
come some organizational difficulties in sociocultural research of school bullying.
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