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POSTNEOPAGANISM: THE TWO DIRECTIONS OF THE
IDEOLOGICAL EVOLUTION OF THE FORMER NEOPAGANS

This article studies the two examples of how the worldview of the former repre-
sentatives of Russian neo-paganism transforms. We will use the umbrella term
“postneopaganism’” to refer to these groups. The first example is “Emergence”, the
worldview of the “Monolith” internet subculture, developed by bloggers and pub-
licists V. G. Frolov and E. E. Sychev. The second example is the transition of some
ultra-right young people to radical Islam, while maintaining the original nationalist
views. In the first case, a unique worldview, different from Russian neopaganism,
is formed, and the neopagan construction of tradition is replaced by technopro-
gressivism and a kind of religion of revelation. The supporters of “Emergence”
largely created the discourse of criticism of Russian neopaganism and introduced
such pejoratives as “dolboslavie” and “heroverie”. The worldview of V. G. Frolov,
E. E. Sychev and their followers is analyzed based on online publications and inter-
views collected by the author. Regarding the right-wing radical Russian Islam, the
author offers a brief description of this phenomenon and its background. He also
proposes a hypothesis based on the mimetic theory of the French-American anthro-
pologist René Girard, according to which the image of a Muslim as an “Other”,
formed in the nationalist press, could have certain attractivity and become a model
for young nationalists. Articles from the A. N. Sevastyanov's “National newspaper”
are used here as an example of such nationalist publications.

Author Info: Kutyavin, Nikita A. — Postgraduate student, Udmurt State Univer-
sity (Izhevsk, Russian Federation). E-mail: nikitakutyavin@yandex.ru ORCID ID:
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4244-2283

For citation: Kutyavin, N. A. 2023. Postneopaganism: About Two Directions of the
Ideological Evolution of the Former Neopagans. Herald of Anthropology (Vestnik
Antropologii) 1: 234-245.

References

Girard, R. 2016. Veshchi, sokrytye ot sozdaniia mira [Things Hidden Since the Foundation of the
World]. Moscow: Izdatel’stvo BBI. 518 p.

Girard, R. 2008. Nasilie i religiia. prichina ili sledstvie? [Violence and Religion: Cause or Effect?].
Logos 4 (67): 129-139.

Kutyavin, N. A. 2018. Rol neoiazycheskogo natsionalizma v genezise fenomena “pravoradikal no-
go islama” [The Role of Neo-Pagan Nationalism in the Genesis of the Phenomenon of “Far-
Right Islam”] Vostochno-Evropeiskii nauchnyi vestnik 1: 32-36.

Losik, A. V. 1986. Metodika kontrpropagandy v lektsiiakh [Methodology of Counter-Propaganda in
Lectures]. Leningrad: Znanie. 32 p.

Shnirel’man, V. A. 2012. Russkoe rodnoverie: neoiazychestvo i natsionalizm v sovremennoi Rossii
[Russian Rodnoverie: Neopaganism and Nationalism in Modern Russia]. Moscow: Izdatel’stvo
BBI. 302 p.

Shnirel’man, V. A. 2022. Uderzhivaiushchii. Ot Apokalipsisa k konspirologii [Catechon. From
Apocalypse to Conspiracy Theories]. Moscow — Saint Petersburg: Nestor-Istoriia, 426 p.



mailto:nikitakutyavin@yandex.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4244-2283

