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PARENTAL FAMILY INTERACTION STRATEGIES  
IN THE CONTEXT OF THE ACTUALIZATION  

OF RELIGIOUS IDENTITY AMONG TAJIKS IN MOSCOW

The  intensification of migration,  the  transformation of  identities and  the need  to 
restructure everyday life of migrants in the host society not only affect the migrant 
community, but also have a significant impact on the culture in the recipient country. 
The purpose of this article is to examine, using the example of Tajiks in Moscow, 
how the actualization of religious identity affects the revision of parental authority 
in the family. The research methods included interviews with young migrants whose 
everyday life is structured by religious practices (prayer, ablutions, etc.). The study 
revealed certain trends to redefine parental authority, which affect directly the re-
lationships within the informants’ families. The actualization of religious identity is 
often a consequence of constructing a social reality in a new context, and sometimes 
even  legitimizes  this need  to do  so. Communicative networks and religious com-
munities created by migrants in order to acquire knowledge about Islam result in 
parents losing their role of the bearers of religious knowledge.
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